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27—30, Dark dry day». 

Dec. 1 — 2,. Dark dry days. 

5, Fine day. 

4 — 5r .Wet days, 

6, Pleftsant dry day ; \nndy at night. 

7, A few drops of rain. 

8 — 15 Fine days. 

16 — 17, Misty rain. 

18,. Wet most part of the day. 

19, Dark dry day. 

20, Misty rain ; freezing at ni^t. 

The 20th of November, as will be seen in last month's report, vraa unusoally warm, 
the Thermometer standing, at 8 a.m., at 53°. The beginning of the period ot tlui 
report, the 2l8t,it was still higher, being at S4®j the 22d, it was only at 35°; the 2Sd, 
at 33* ; the 24th, at 27°; the 2Sth, at 35°; the IS Dec. 29°; the rest of this period, 
it was never, at the hour of marking, below 32°, nor ever higher tlian 43°. 



CELESTIAL REMARKS.* 

In respect to two causes of alarm, eclipses and comets, mankind have become wiser. 
Our forefathers, being unacquainted with thfe cause of eclipses, were dismayed, when the 
great luminaries Of heaven seemed without any apparent cause to be totally deprived of 
their light. Armies have lost their courage at tlus wonderful appearance, and super- 
stition invented a variety of methods to avert the anger of the gods, who wiere sup- 
posed to be engaged in bringing on this great calamity to mankind. We are grown liri- 
ser in this respect, but have no reason to pride ourselves on superior attainments, if, 
with the advantage of knowledge, we suffir dthel' prejudices to have an equal effect upon 
our minds. Many may smile at the idea of a great dragon swallowing up the sun, who 
indulge in superstitions as ridiculous and absurd, and are just as tenacious of their 
own opinions as the unenlightened natives of Africa and India. To know how far we 
are sunk in error, it is necessary only to stiidy our own feelings, when ail opinion is ad- 
vanced which contradicts a notion implanted in our infant minds, or imbibed in more 
advanced years without sufficient examination. 

Two kinds of alarm have seized mankind on the appearance of a comet ; the one, 
that it foreboded mischief to the earth in its political state ; the other, that it might de- 
(troy the very earth itself. The former of these alarms has subsided ; for none but the 
very ignorant and superstitious in the higher and lower classes of society now believe 
that the intrigues of cabinets are directed by bodies wandering in the heavens, or that 
by their influence a battle is won or lost. The flourishing or miserable state of a king- 
dom is properly referred to another cause. The wilderness is turned into a fruitful 
soil, or fertile £eMs into stagnant pools, from the energy or sloth of those who dwell on 
them, under the direction of Him who causes the seasons, and has given the earth to 
man to be a residence suitable to a rational being. 

On the probability that the earth may be destroyed by a comet, even wise men have 
formed conjectures ; but they have none of them, that 1 know of, entered npon the cal- 
culation in the manner which the subject required. 

if we consider the comets that are moving in different planes (and there are thoi> 



• In consequence of our not having received Frend's Evening Amusements for 1814, 
our readers are this month deprived of the Celestial Phenomena for January. They 
are however presented with some remarks on eclipses and comets, extracted from for- 
mer volumes of Evening Amusements. 

B.M.M, 
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sands upon thousands, I presume, of such bodies,) the probability of the Earth's receiv- 
in? an injury from any of them is decreased to so small a uumht-r, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible for the human mind to conceive tliat such an event should take place in the end- 
less revolution of ages. The coming of a comet must raise the mind to higher thoughts ; 
the lowest of our species are not so abject, or lost in the grovelling pursuits of wealth or 
of ambition, not to bo roused by the appearance of these bodies, and to reflect a little 
on the place they are appointed to hold in this universe. What a grand idea is pre- 
sented to them 1 A sun in the middle of a system, round which are rolling bodies in 
every direction, so contrived, by the wisdom of the creator, that all shall perform their 
motions with regularity and precision ; some keeping nearly the same distance from the 
common centre; others, for purposes unknown to us, traversing the intmense regions 
of space, and seeming to be travelling to such a distance that to them is no return. 

No return is indeed made in the life of the earthly generation which once sees it. We 
have lately seen a comet j where will it be when we are returned to our parent earth, 
and are mouldered into that dust of which we were originally composed .' What are 
the generations of man in this computation? How idle do all their speculations ap- 
pear ! The thought may appal the features of vice, but virtue never fades. The works 
of the good man continue through endless ages ; and when not a trace of his earthly 
body can be discovered, he is benelicial to the remotest posterity. Wc may measure by 
time the motion of planets and comets ; but to the reasonable creation the length 
or shortness of time enters not into our calculations. The years of a comet will not 
measure the existence to which we are approaching, and to which we ouglu all to as- 
pire. 

These reflections naturally arise out of such a subject ; and I trust that my readers will 
not only approve of the insertion of them in a work like this, but constantly bear in 
mind, that ennobling as is the science of astronomy, it is of little use if wc are content- 
ed with mere passive admiration, and our thoughts are not carried by it to our greaL 
creator. 



ERRATA. 

Page 373, col. 1st. line 5Sth, for counliymet. rend countrymen 
Page 573, col. 2nd. 1st line, for /•Ww/jia, ie!i<\ principal. 
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A Burgher Seceder; An Old Piper; Metellus ; An Excursion to Edinburgh; A 
Visitor ; Paddy's Salutation ; H.. in answer to X, • and various other articles, arrived to» 



late for insertion tliis month. 



